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Sure Start is the:

• Key to the Government’s drive to prevent social 
exclusion, raise educational standards, reduce 
health inequalities and promote opportunity. 

(DfES, Sure Start Prospectus, 1999)

• This comprehensive community based programme 
of early intervention and family support [will] have 
beneficial and far-reaching impact on child and 
family development, thereby breaking the 
intergenerational cycle of social exclusion and 
benefiting the long term economic health of the 
nation.

(An Integrated Summary of Progress on the National Evaluation of Sure Start 2001-2005 The 
National Evaluation of Sure Start (NESS) London: Institute for the Study of Children, 
Families and Social Issues.  2006)


