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But, if we get the problems, shouldn’t we get the cash to help treat them? Not so 
fast. This is the short-term view of a politician trying to expand city coffers even 
though the city has increased property taxes by almost 25% between 2004 and 
2010. Instead of watching its pennies, the city is turning to an additional tax which 
is disproportionately on the backs of the poor.  

Taking money rather than making profits is the proper way to see gambling. The 
taking is the reason for a host of social and therefore financial problems for 
gamblers. Instead of bringing more gambling into our city, city council needs to 
understand how much money the town is spending to deal with the breakdown 
caused by problem gambling.  

Debates on important social issues like gambling are never “over”, since almost 
29,000 Ottawans and their families live with the fallout of gambling daily. Maybe 
the research can start with them: Would they prefer to lose their rent money, their 
jobs, their relationships and their children locally, or in Quebec? 

Derek Miedema is a researcher at the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada 
(www.imfcanada.org) and author of a report on gambling published in October 
2010. He can be reached at info@imfcanada.org.  
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